The design and synthesis of metal-organic complexes have attracted intense attention in recent years owing to their potential practical applications, such as biological activities, magnetism and catalysis (for the catalytic properties of copper (II) complexes, see Kawasaki et al. (1997)). Also the pharmacological properties of thioamino acid derivatives for treating copper intoxication are well-known (Tran-Ho et al., 1997). In order to achieve supramolecular transition metal complexes by selfassembly, and to explore the relationship between the structure and the biological properties, as one part of our systematic work, in this paper, we report on the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound, (I) (Fig. 1) .
In the title molecule, [Cu(C 8 H 7 O 2 S) 2 (C 5 H 5 N) 2 (H 2 O)], the Cu II ion is pentacoordinated in a distorted square-pyramidal geometry by two O atoms of two 4-(methylsulfanyl)benzoate anions and two N atoms of two pyridine ligands and a water O atom situated at the apical site. In the crystal structure, O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link molecules into chains along the b axis.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 8 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq Cu1 0.743521 (11) 0.02678 (5) 0.137765 (17) 0.03387 (12) S1 0.45561 (3) −0.03164 (14) −0.19282 (5) 0.0620 (2) S2 1.05166 (4) −0.0851 (2) 0.41678 (7) 0.0901 (4) (3) 170 (3) O1W-H1WB···O1 i 0.83 (2) 1.89 (2) 2.721 (3) 173 (3) Symmetry codes: (i) x, y+1, z.
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